
We are just under a month from Election Day and we 
are dedicated to making sure that you are informed and 
prepared to submit your ballot on or before November 5. 
We’ve said it before, but now that we’re down to the wire we 
must reiterate the importance of this year’s election. Protecting 
Montana as the Last Best Place is on the line. Access to our 
public lands and waters is on the line. Our clean air and clean 
water are on the line. And our democracy is on the line. 

MCV has a record of supporting pro-conservation candidates 
for 25 years. We have elected conservation leaders to all 
levels of government from city councils to the U.S. Senate 
and everything in between.

Enclosed, please find a detailed list of Montana Conservation Voters’ candidates for the 
2024 election from your region. We have endorsed candidates up and down the ballot 
for County Commission, State Legislature, Public Service Commission, Clerk of the 
Supreme Court, Supreme Court Chief and Associate Justice, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Secretary of State, State Auditor, Attorney General, Governor, U.S. House 
of Representatives, and U.S. Senate. MCV is committed to building an electorate that 
fully represents the residents of Montana and we did our homework.

To be considered for our endorsement, new candidates completed questionnaires tailored 
to the office they’re running for that assessed their commitment to conservation, upholding 
Montana’s Constitution and protecting our democracy. Supreme Court candidates were 
interviewed by MCV staff and members of the MCV Political Action Committee board.  
Candidates that were running for a seat that they had been previously endorsed for were 
not required to submit a questionnaire. All final endorsement decisions were made by 
MCV’s affiliated Political Action Committee. 

MCV’s endorsed candidates are pro-conservation, pro-Constitution, and committed to 
fighting for you and the Montana we love. Now, take a minute to read about our incredible 
candidates and then get out there and VOTE! Don’t forget to bring your friends.

Cheers — GO FIGHT WIN!

Whitney Tawney
Executive Director

October 2024

 CONNECT. PROTECT. ELECT.  TURNING MONTANA VALUES INTO PRIORITIES.

ENDORSEMENT GUIDE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS – MCV
Sally Ericsson
CHAIR

Chris Saeger
TREASURER

Dani Howlett
ASSISTANT TREASURER

Laura Wood
SECRETARY

Jill Lombardi
DIRECTOR/MCV ACTION FUND CHAIR

Shoren Brown
DIRECTOR

Brendon Cechovic
DIRECTOR

Matt Taylor
DIRECTOR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS –
MCV EDUCATION FUND
Jock Conyngham
CHAIR

Ben Super
TREASURER

Jeanne Marie Souvigney
ASSISTANT TREASURER

Katie McKalip
SECRETARY

Brendon Cechovic
DIRECTOR

Rachel Thompson
DIRECTOR

STAFF
Whitney Tawney
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Molly Bell
POLITICAL DIRECTOR

Jocelyn Leroux
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Jessica Lillie
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Renee Kelley
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR

Kearstyn Cook
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Anna Shaffer
COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Natalie Wright
FIELD MANAGER

LEAD FIELD ORGANIZERS
Andrea Cubberley
Jesc Gallegos
Miranda Hernandez
Lindsay Wancour
FIELD ORGANIZERS
Linnea Benson
Bob Bramblett
Ben Catton
Reid Corliss
Sam Gillespie
Lauren Grabelle
Ryan Houser
David Loudon
Sabine Love
Janie Roberts
Micayla Rowan
AJ Severa
Alexandra Szynal
Forest Tindall
Zach Van Niman
Trey Webster
Maggie Welsh

Montana Conservation Voters  |  mtvoters.org  |  @mtvoters

Happy October, Montana Conservation Voters!

 M
O

N
TA

NA CONSERVATION VOTERS

    ENDORSED
GREAT FALLS, EASTERN MT

Join or renew your 
MCV Membership 
and get a new 
MCV sticker to show 
off your support!
mtvoters.org/join

MCV Membership

U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.



U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.

ELECTION 2024

Information about 
Voting in the 2024 Election:

NOT REGISTERED TO VOTE?
That’s OK! Scan the QR code below 
or visit votemt.gov/voter-registration

• Contact information for County Elections Offices 
can be found on page two of the form.

• You’ll need to provide a current and valid photo 
identification, including but not limited to a Valid 
Driver’s License, MT State ID Card, Tribal ID 
Card, or Social Security number.

• Printed forms are available at your Local 
County Elections Office. 

• If you want to fill out your form ahead of time 
but don’t have access to a printer, try checking 
for printer access at your local library!

I 
Voted

IMPORTANT DATES:

11 18 28 5

October November

Ballots 
are mailed

Recommended 
last day to 
request a 
mail ballot

Last day to send 
mail ballots
If you don’t mail it
by this date, you 
can still drop it off 
in-person!

All ballots must 
be received 
at the election 
office or polling 
place by 8:00 p.m. 
on Election Day.

GENERAL ELECTION

That’s right, Montana allows 
same-day voter registration! 
Make sure you have the proper 
identification so you get to use 
your voice at the polls.

Last day to register
to vote in person

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?
Check your voter registration status by 
scanning the QR code below or visit
voteamerica.org/am-i-registered-to-vote

MCV’s LEGISLATIVE SCORECARD
This detailed report from the last legislative 
session celebrates our leaders who fought for 
conservation and holds accountable those who 
did not. View it by scanning the QR code below 
or visit mtvoters.org/scorecard
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U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.

GREAT FALLS, EASTERN MT

Montana Conservation Voters is a 501(c)4 nonprofit 
organization, and membership dues and contributions 
are not tax-deductible. Tax-deductible contributions 
may be made to the MCV Education Fund, a 501(c)3 
nonprofit organization. Visit mtvotersedfund.org for 
more information.
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Since last November, Team MCV 
has been hard at work hosting over 
122 events and knocking 30K doors 
(and counting) across Montana to 
help spread the word about how 
to help protect Montana as the 
Last Best Place.

Team MCV in 
YOUR Community

Did you know 60 of the 73 
candidates endorsed by 
Team MCV are running for 
the State Legislature?

Find out which 
legislative districts 
YOU live in by scanning 
the QR code below or 
visit leg.mt.gov/map
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U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.
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RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.

NOTE: Candidates marked with an asterisk (*) 
denote incumbents running for reelection.
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U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.
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U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.
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    ENDORSED Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.
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83% of Montanans
say that conservation issues are 

important in deciding whether to 
support an elected official.



U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.
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U.S. Congress

SEN. JON TESTER 
for U.S. Senate*
Sen. Jon Tester is a self-described “seven-fingered dirt 
farmer” and former school teacher who has deep roots in 
hard work, responsibility, and accountability. Since 1978, 
Jon and his wife Sharla have been farming the same land 
near the town of Big Sandy, Montana that was home- 
steaded by Jon’s grandparents in 1912. Fired up by the 
Montana Legislature’s decision to deregulate Montana’s 
power industry (resulting in higher power costs for 
everyday Montanans), Jon ran for and was elected to the 
Montana Senate in 1998. In 2005, his colleagues chose him 
to serve as Montana’s Senate President — which he did 
until he was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2006.

Since first being sent to Washington, Jon has maintained 
a strong record of fighting for our public lands and 
Montana’s outdoor economy. In 2019, his bill to 
permanently reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund (LWCF) passed and became law. LWCF was a 
landmark piece of legislation which invests in Montana by 
funding everything from swimming pools to soccer fields to 
large landscape conservation projects — providing access 
to public outdoor spaces in every single county in Montana. 
At the same time, Jon’s bipartisan Yellowstone Gateway 
Protection Act was also signed into law, protecting the 
doorstep of the nation’s first National Park and 30,000 acres 
of public land from industrial mining. Additionally, in 2014, 
Jon protected the North Fork of the Flathead River from oil 
and gas development and worked with conservationists, 
ranchers, and recreationists to pass the first collaborative 
wilderness bill in three decades — the Rocky Mountain 
Front Heritage Act. Finally, his Blackfoot Clearwater 
Stewardship Act, which would protect nearly 80 thousand 
acres of Montana public lands as wilderness and secure 
access to outdoor recreation, continues to gain momentum.

Jon also championed and was the only member of the 
Montana delegation to vote for the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act (a.k.a. the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law) and the Inflation Reduction Act. Since they were 
passed in 2021 and 2022, these monumental new laws have 
made significant investments in Montana toward energy 
freedom, critical water infrastructure like the Milk River 
Project, and wildfire mitigation. In sum, Jon is a tireless 
defender of rural America and the Montana way of life. 
He will continue fighting to protect public lands and waters, 
bring down costs, and improve the lives of all Montanans.

Statewide Offices

RYAN BUSSE 
for Governor
Ryan Busse grew up on a family cattle ranch and wheat farm 
before pursuing a career that led him to help build an iconic 
American gun company in Kalispell. He went on to enjoy a 
successful executive role at that company for more than 25 
years. During this time, his deep commitment to community 
and environmental issues became increasingly apparent, 
starting with his advocacy against the Bush Administration’s 
controversial drilling plans in the sacred Badger-Two 
Medicine area. His dedication to public lands was further 
demonstrated by his service on MCV’s Board of Directors 
from 2008 to 2013, including his tenure as Board Chair from 
2010 to 2012. His commitment to environmental protection 
is underscored by his sons’ involvement as plaintiffs in last 
year’s landmark Held v. Montana case, which found the State 
of Montana responsible for upholding the constitutional 
right to a “clean and healthful environment.” 

The Governor is one of five Land Board commissioners — 
the others being the Attorney General, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, Secretary of State, and State Auditor. 
The Board oversees the management of lands held by the 
state for the benefit of Montana’s educational institutions.
As a member of the Land Board, Ryan would prioritize 
increasing public land ownership and access to those lands. 
He intends to focus on conserving our natural resources with 
the aim of preserving them — and their economic viability — 
for future generations.
 
RAPH GRAYBILL 
for Lieutenant Governor
Ryan’s running mate, Raph Graybill, served as Chief Legal 
Counsel to Governor Steve Bullock. In this role, he argued 
and won the case before the Montana Supreme Court that 
saved Habitat Montana, the state’s best conservation tool 
to keep farmers and ranchers on the landscape while also 
protecting wildlife habitat. Raph was endorsed by MCV 
when he ran for Montana Attorney General in 2020. He 
now works in the same small, family law practice that his 
great-grandfather started 104 years ago in Belt, Montana. 
Since Gianforte became governor, Raph has blocked over 
a dozen different unconstitutional laws that would have 
invaded Montanans’ constitutional rights.

BEN ALKE 
for Attorney General
Ben Alke grew up in Helena and currently works as a 
Bozeman-based attorney. Ben has experience in 
environmental law, and his work has included fighting to 
re-open illegally blocked public roads to maintain access 
to public lands. As Montana’s chief law enforcement officer, 
he will ensure our democracy remains strong by making 
decisions that are based on the facts and the law, and he 
will protect Montanans by impartially enforcing the laws, 
defending our freedoms, and guarding our state’s legal 
and ethical standards. As a member of the state Land 
Board, Ben intends to prioritize increasing funding 
for public education and access to public lands and 
waterways for hunting, fishing, and recreation.

SEN. SHANNON O’BRIEN 
for Superintendent of Public Instruction
Sen. Shannon O’Brien is an experienced high school 
educator who was the dean of Missoula College and 
served as the education policy advisor to former Gov. 
Steve Bullock. Shannon also worked on education policy 
as the elected official for SD 46 during the 2021 and 2023 
legislative sessions. As State Superintendent, she will be 
a strong voice in speaking out against attacks on our 
democracy. She intends to make sure that our students 
are taught civics education and that they understand that 
protecting democracy is both a right and the responsibility 
of each of us. Shannon has been previously endorsed 
by MCV and scored 100% in MCV’s 2023 Legislative 
Scorecard for her work as a Senator. She is also an MCV 
Lifetime Champion. Shannon’s voting record reflects a 
strong commitment to preventing the sale of public lands 
and underscores her belief that maintaining access to 
these lands is crucial for preserving our outdoor heritage. 
This record clearly illustrates how she would approach 
her duties on the Land Board.

JESSE JAMES MULLEN 
for Secretary of State
Jesse James Mullen lives in Deer Lodge and has spent the 
past 20 years working in Montana journalism. Throughout 
his career, he has worked to hold politicians accountable. 
Now, he is running for office to help return accountability 
to our state executive offices. As Secretary of State, Jesse 
will guarantee accurate voting information is available 
and protect and rebuild the credibility of our elections. He 
believes that equal access and participation in elections is 
essential to our democracy, and he will work tirelessly to 
ensure eligible voters have unobstructed access to voting. 
As a member of the Land Board, Jesse plans to champion 
our public lands as one of the most vital resources in our 
state. He is dedicated to protecting public access while 
also preserving the environmental integrity of these lands.

JOHN REPKE 
for State Auditor
John Repke is a business executive who received both 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business finance. He 
retired in 2021 after a 40-year career that started in the 
oilfields of Wyoming and took him to being the chief 
financial officer of several large international businesses. 
John’s career made him an expert in insurance programs, 
self-funded employee health plans, and risk management. 
John is running for State Auditor because he believes he has 
the knowledge, skills, and perspective to protect Montana 
consumers without compromise. The State Auditor also 
serves as one of the five Land Board commissioners. John 
intends to follow the law and do everything possible to help 
ensure that our public-school trust is robust and that access 
to public lands and waterways for recreation, hunting, and 
fishing is protected

State Supreme Court

JEREMIAH “JERRY” LYNCH 
for Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
Judge Jerry Lynch was born and raised in Butte and is a 
graduate of Carroll College, Montana State University, 
and the University of Montana. He has more than 28 years 
of public service experience, beginning when he clerked 
for federal judge and former Montana Chief Justice 
Paul Hatfield. He then entered private practice and was 
appointed federal magistrate judge of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Montana in 2006 before retiring 
in 2019. Jerry is seeking a seat on the Montana Supreme 
Court in order to protect the Montana State Constitution, 
which he feels has withstood the test of time because it is 
non-partisan and is overwhelmingly supported by Montana 
voters. He believes that democracy depends on an 
independent judiciary and that fairness and impartiality 
are key principles for the Chief Justice. Jerry believes in 
evaluating each case by the facts presented, precedent, 
our Constitution, and existing laws. This includes 
upholding the strong precedent and constitutional rights 
that protect Montana’s stream and public lands access.

KATHERINE BIDEGARAY 
for Supreme Court Justice #3
Judge Katherine Bidegaray was born and raised in Richland 
County and is a two-time graduate of the University of 
Montana. Her legal career began in 1985 as a staff attorney 
for the Montana State Auditor’s Office. She then entered 
private practice and became the owner- operator of her 
family ranch in 1989. She has been serving as a Montana 
District Court Judge since 2003. Katherine is seeking a seat 
on the Montana Supreme Court because she believes that 
our legal system and the rights it protects — including 
privacy, education, and the conservation of Montana’s 
landscapes — are facing significant threats. She believes 
that non-partisan justices are essential for upholding our 
Constitution, defending Montana values and rights, and 
maintaining a fair and impartial judiciary. She is committed 
to ensuring that the rights enshrined in our Constitution 
are effectively protected.

ERIN FARRIS-OLSEN 
for Clerk of the Supreme Court
Erin Farris-Olsen is an attorney who has worked as a law 
clerk for the high court and within the office of the state 
court administrator. As the first line of support for those 
seeking justice, Erin intends to restore Montanans’ trust in 
the Clerk’s office to process filings and issues before the 
Supreme Court. She believes that, along with Supreme 
Court Justices, the Clerk of the Montana Supreme Court 
should not be a partisan position. To that end, she intends 
to serve the position impartially and she would support 
legislation to change the position into a non-partisan race. 
Erin supports protecting public lands and public access and 
recognizes that the Supreme Court is the last line of defense 
for our constitutional right to a clean and healthful 
environment.

Montana State 
House of Representatives

JANE WEBER 
for HD 19
Jane Weber served as a Cascade County Commissioner 
from September 2010 to January 2021. Her proudest 
accomplishments include working on the Black Eagle 
Superfund cleanup, reconstructing Fox Farm Road, and 
helping to revise Cascade County zoning regulations. Prior 
to serving, Jane worked at Lewis and Clark National Forest 
for over 25 years — doing everything from running a 
chainsaw to thin a stand of trees to funding and managing 
the Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center, which has become 
a national destination. As a legislator, Jane intends to 
support legislation that ensures access to our public lands 
and waterways, and oppose legislation that allows private 
property owners to deny access. Additionally, she aims to 
champion legislation to safeguard the sanctity of voting 
by mail and same-day registration and voting, which are 
especially important in rural and tribal communities.

RINA FONTANA MOORE 
for HD 20
Rina Fontana Moore previously served as the Cascade 
County Clerk and Recorder for 16 years. As the Cascade 
County Elections Administrator from 2007 to 2022, Rina 
witnessed and endured relentless election fraud attacks. 
As a legislator, she aims to pass legislation that enforces 
a penalty for election interference rather than just a slap 
on the hand. She is also an advocate for same-day voter 
registration and absentee ballot voting, and she aims to 
ensure that all citizens in Montana have unrestricted access 
to vote.

SANDOR HOPKINS 
for HD 23
Sandor Hopkins is a project manager for a land surveying 
company that does business across Montana, Wyoming, 
and Idaho. Last session, Sandor served on a working group 
that drafted the Montana Land Use Planning Act — an effort 
to address inadequate housing supply and soaring costs of 
living — which passed with broad bipartisan support. As a 
legislator, he wants to work with local Conservation Districts 
to reduce hurdles to stream bank restoration projects, 
oppose rural/ suburban sprawl, and fight against efforts to 
disenfranchise voters or make participation in our electoral 
process more difficult.

REP. PAUL TUSS 
for HD 27*
Rep. Paul Tuss has worked in the nonprofit economic and 
community development sector of northern Montana’s economy 
for nearly 30 years, the past 24 years serving five counties and 
two reservations in the Havre area as the executive director of 
Bear Paw Development Corporation. Paul came in strong as a 
freshman legislator, landing a perfect 100% score in MCV’s 2023 
Legislative Scorecard as a fierce advocate for conservation and 
democracy. He made his mark in the Appropriations Committee 
where he asked hard-hitting questions, most notably during the 
legislature’s attempt to redirect marijuana tax revenue away 
from Habitat Montana. During the 2025 session, Paul will resist 
efforts to sell off public lands to the highest bidder and he will 
continue fighting to assure access to our state’s public lands and 
waterways. 

ANDREA PAYNE 
for HD 37
Andrea Payne taught preschool through grade eight in public 
and private schools for over 29 years. Andrea has been retired 
from teaching for almost 10 years, during which time she has 
been an office manager/treasurer at her church and a volunteer 
at the Boys and Girls Club and the Council on Aging. As a 
legislator, she will support opportunities for solar and wind 
energy and oppose privatizing and selling off public lands. 
Andrea also believes in keeping our courts non-partisan and 
independent, and she will fight any bills that threaten our voting 
rights, limit our right to privacy, or support unequal taxation.
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Annual Gala 2024

Thank you to our generous 
Silent Auction Donors

Team MCV’s 2024 Gala:
Celebrating 25 Years in Style!
Because of you and our sponsors, MCV’s 
Annual Gala on October 5 was our most 
successful event yet! 
Montana’s senior U.S. Senator Jon Tester, candidate for 
Governor Ryan Busse, many state legislators, and 
conservation partners from across the state gathered 
with nearly 200 fellow conservationists in Livingston to 
support MCV’s 25th anniversary and our shared mission 
to protect Montana’s clean air, clean water, healthy 
public lands and democracy.

Thank you to our Gala Sponsors
PLATINUM
Anonymous

PREMIUM
Kestrel Aerial Services, Inc.       Team Tester        Tim Warner, Jr.

LEADER 
Graybill Law Firm, PC
Protect Our Winter
Karla Raettigs
Lee Rhodes & Peter Seligmann

PARTNER 
The Honorable Max Baucus 
& Melodee Hanes
Brendon & Kerri Cechovic
Clearwater Credit Union
Jock Conyngham 
& Emi Kodama
Lucy Dayton & Mark O’Keefe
Cathy Finney
Flatirons Strategies
Forward Montana

FRIEND
Aaron Murphy Consulting
Liz Ametsbichler
Ryan Busse
Kenneth Cochrane
Sally Ericsson & Tom Garwin
EFO Consulting, LLC
Alison & Peter Fenn
Lee Freeman
Harder Foundation
Steve Held
Lore Kann Foundation
Robert Landis
Bill & Jan Lombardi
Jill Lombardi & Max Croes
LWP Consulting
Carly & Zach Meyers

Ames Bros
Campione
Phyllis Caha Wray
Chico Hot Springs
D. James Custom 
Western Hat Co.
Hotel Arvon
Hotel Finlen
Lisa Jones

Robin Tawney Nichols 
& William Nichols
Tenacious Campaigns
The Wilderness Society

Heather White Strategies, LLC
Katabatic Brewing Co.
League of Conservation Voters
Montana Chapter of 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
Jesse James Mullen
Navigate Campaigns
PacificSource Health Plans
Raich Montana Properties, LLC
Sara Tucker

Katy & Terry Meyers
Montana Environmental 
Information Center
Montana Freshwater Partners
National Wildlife Federation 
Action Fund
Cora Neumann
Shannon O’Brien
Roy & Susan O’Connor 
OnSite Energy
C.B. Pearson
Jeanne-Marie Souvigney 
& Bob Raney
Stone Peak Recruiting
Juanita Vero
Brad Wilson

Murray Hotel
North Bridger Bison
Patagonia Outlet Dillon 
Michael Schwartz
Josh Seckinger
Treeline Coffee
Heather White
Willie’s Distillery

@mtvoters

Stay up to date on all things MCV!

@mtvoters and @mtvotersedfund

Montana Conservation Voters

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA to hear 
first about the latest conservation news, 
events, endorsements and so much more!

All black and white photos throughout this endorsement 
guide by MCV Member Aaron Agosto. 


